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2From The President
5 Innovations CSI Chicago Should Be 
Thankful For This Holiday Season
As we head into the holiday season during these unprecedented 
times, I could not be more thankful for our members, partners, and 
Executive Director’s dedication to our mission to advance the greater 
Chicago area design and construction communities knowledge 

of building information management, construction technology, and project delivery 
methods to improve facility performance while fostering relationships and promoting 
education. 

Our plan to utilize digital technology to drive engagement and connection has not been 
easy, but everyone has supported the plan wholeheartedly and has not backed down 
from any of the challenges we have faced. This has inspired me to compile a list of five 
innovations we as a chapter should be thankful for this holiday season.

1. New Member Portal – I am thankful that the membership committee developed 
and launched our new member portal to provide members easy and exclusive 
access to chapter news, member news, partner news and useful links to get the 
most out of their membership.  With so much change happening in the chapter 
we needed an easier way for members to stay up to date in real time.  (Access 
Member Portal.  Log in required.)

2. New Event Center – I am thankful that all of our committees worked together 
and developed and launched our new event center. We enhanced our member, 
partner, and advertiser benefits by allowing them the ability to share their events 
with our chapter community, since we needed an easier way for our chapter 
community to view our chapter events and the events beyond our chapter. (View 
Event Center.)

3. New Online Volunteer Forms – I am thankful that the Executive Committee 
pushed to develop and launch our new online volunteer forms. We needed to 
provide our members with an easier way to raise their hand to volunteer and get 
involved in our chapter.  (View Online Member Volunteer Area. Log in required.)

4. New Member Meet & Greets – I am thankful for our Membership Committee’s 
dedication to improving our new member onboarding process. It is not always 
easy being a new member of an organization and we needed a virtual way to 
quickly help our new members meet veteran members who can help them get 
started navigating our chapter.

5. Virtual Technology Platforms Zoom & Hopin’ – I am thankful that our Program 
Committee, Social Committee, CSi2eye Committee, and Membership Committee 
came together to agree that we will only be utilizing the virtual technology 
platforms Zoom and Hopin’ for our chapter’s online networking and educational 
events. This will ensure our chapter community does not have to learn a new 
virtual technology platform every time they come to a chapter event. 

I hope you all have a happy holiday season! If you have any questions regarding the 
changes happening within the chapter please feel free to reach out to myself, a board 
member, or Beth Winkler.

Brad Schwab
CSI Chicago President
bschwab@schwabgroup.net
630-772-3516
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3Member Connection
Member Spotlight
Kyle Ferenc, CSI
Product Representative, ATAS International
Joined CSI Chicago: 8/2020

Provide a brief description of your professional career.
I started my career working for a family owned brick distribution company working with architects and builders on many 
commercial projects. I transitioned to low slope roofing a few years ago which led me to my current position with ATAS, 
specifying metal for wall and roofing applications.

What is your most memorable construction project you worked on and why?
Working with the architects who designed a mixed-use project at 47th & Cottage Grove in the historic Kenwood neighborhood 
in Chicago. Prior to working on this, I was unfamiliar with what a “food desert” was. I had the privilege to help select colors for 
a building that brought a Walmart grocery store to this area that critically need a supply of fresh food for its residents.              

What are some challenges you face in the industry?
Letting designers know all the wall and roofing profiles that ATAS has to offer. We make the best products in the industry and 
during COVID, without the ability to meet with folks in person it is a challenge to highlight all that we have to offer, especially in 
the design stage of projects.

Why did you join CSI Chicago?
I joined CSI to network within the design community as well as with other industry professionals.

Tell us three interesting things about you that we would not learn from your LinkedIn profile.
1. I was born during the last episode of MASH.
2. I think Chicago has the best pizza, thick and thin crust.
3. I am a Packers fan. (It has endeared me to my customers in Wisconsin.)

CSI Chicago Partners

Click here to contact a Platinum Partner representative.

PLATINUM

Spotlight continued on next page.

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/get-involved/sponsorship-marketing/platinumpartners
https://www.pella.com/architectural-solutions/
http://pac-clad.com/
http://www.usa.sika.com/
http://www.smartcisystems.com/
http://www.parksite.com/
https://www.custombuildingproducts.com/
http://www.bluelinebp.com/
http://www.maxxon.com/123ez
http://www.conspectusinc.com/
http://www.mapei.com/
http://www.wallsystems.basf.com/
http://www.behr.com/architect/
http://www.3m.com/windowfilm
http://www.absreps.com/
http://www.armatherm.com/


4Member Connection

Please click here and fill out a form to share your professional 
news/achievements.

Agnieszka Dawidziak, CSI-EP, CDT 
passed her Construction Documents 
Technology (CDT) exam. 

Members On The Move

Michael Thill, CSI, CDT passed his 
Construction Documents Technology 
(CDT) exam. 

Membership Milestones

5 Years
Jennifer Friedland, CSI, CDT

Vetrotech Saint Gobain

30+ Years
William McHugh, MBA, CSI (33 yrs)

Firestop Contractors Intl. 
Association Chicago Roofing Contrs. 

Association National Fireproofing Association.

New Chapter Members

James Anderson, CSI-EP
Rockfon

Moria Vaughan, CSI-EP
ASSA ABLOY

Sabrina Stroud, CSI
Hilti, Inc.

Shawn Mahoney, CSI
Duo-Gard Industries

Todd Garner, CSI
Draper, Inc.

Share With Us 
Professional News, Events and Knowledge

If you could pass on one piece of advice to future industry 
professionals, what would that be?

Do not pretend to know the answer to everything. It is OK to 
ask for help.                             

Have you read any interesting industry blogs or articles 
recently that you would recommend to your fellow members?

An article in the New York Times titled Beyond the Pandemic, 
Libraries Look Toward a New Era. It was interesting to read 
how libraries are adapting to our changing times. My kids love 
their local library and its online resources have been helpful 
while we have all been home.     
                       

Do you utilize any business tools or products that makes 
your work life better, easier, or more efficient that you would 
recommend to fellow members?

My smartwatch. I can monitor my time, schedule things 
accordingly and watch my blood pressure which is especially 
important while home schooling!     

Fill out a Member Spotlight Q&A to be featured next.

Member Spotlight Continued- Kyle Ferenc, CSI

https://goo.gl/forms/t4FOxSo5ZqoXO9J53
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/memberportal/share
https://www.behr.com/pro/colors/2021-color-trends
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/business/libraries-pandemic-future.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/business/libraries-pandemic-future.html
https://goo.gl/forms/oSzghQQl7xShLi1N2


5Chapter News
New Member Portal 
Maximizes Your Membership
We are excited to announce the launch of our new member 
portal. This portal allows members access to the most up-to-
date chapter news and provides useful links to help members 
get the most out of their membership.

FY2022 Board Nominations 
Due November 30, 2020
We are calling for all CSI Chicago Members interested in 
being on the FY2022 (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022) Board to 
nominate themselves for an open board position by November 
30, 2020. The affairs of the chapter are governed by and 
managed under the authority of the Board.

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

New Event Center Simplifies 
Event Search
We are excited to announce the launch of our new event 
center. The event center brings together our CSI Chicago 
Chapter events as well as events from our members, partners, 
and advertisers.

LEARN MORE

Chapter Adds Hopin’ Virtual Event 
Platform To The Mix
We are excited to announce that the chapter will be utilizing 
the Hopin’ Virtual Event Platform for events where Zoom is 
not adequate. We are looking to use Hopin’ for events such 
as our upcoming Holiday Party and CSi2eye VE. To help us 
pressure test the new platform and provide members a casual/
no-pressure way to get comfortable, we will be hosting two 
networking events in November using the new platform.

NOV. 6 EVENT

NOV. 13 EVENT

New NCR Member Relief Program
The CSI North Central Region established a new grant for 
NCR members who are suffering financial difficulties, but 
want to remain in CSI. Each grant recipient will receive 
reimbursement of their Institute dues ($275 for a professional 
member). Members are still responsible for paying their 
chapter dues.

Please download the member support request form for details 
and to apply.

 See how Pella Chicago can complete your design. 

Chris Carpenter, CSI, CCPR, CDT, Affiliate AIA Chicago 
Architectural Consultant | 630.675.4750  

ccarpenter@pella.com 

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/memberportal/volunteer-opportunities/board-nominations
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/memberportal
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/event/all-events
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=8aafe507-117a-4108-ae9d-cb281794a700&CommunityKey=55972586-b3c6-43cb-8126-25a004792f86&Home=%2fchicagochapter%2fevent%2fall-events
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=863fd428-8276-4fac-a412-b76cdf8bbe73&CommunityKey=55972586-b3c6-43cb-8126-25a004792f86&Home=%2fchicagochapter%2fevent%2fall-events
https://csincr.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc9189b3715715296e16459ba&id=9e7e3eb269&e=c8cc0a4984
https://www.pella.com/architectural-solutions/


6Chapter Events
Networking In November
Virtual Social Networking Event
November 6 & 13, 2020 from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM(CT) 

Hop online for a casual networking event to connect face 
to face and get to know our new virtual event technology 
platform Hopin. We are hoping this new platform will provide 
an experience closer to the in-person meetings we are used to, 
which included a presentation stage, networking opportunities, 
and exhibit areas.
 
Reasons to attend:

• Network with AEC Professionals from Chicago and 
beyond.

• Get comfortable with our new virtual event platform we 
will be being using for upcoming events.

• Learn about our upcoming virtual Holiday Party event and 
CSi2eye Virtual Edition

This is a complimentary, no-pressure online networking event 
for members and non-members.

FULL DETAILS & REGISTRATION

NOV. 6 REGISTRATION

Chapter Board Meeting
November 24, 2020 from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM (CT) 

Chapter board meetings are held monthly to conduct chapter 
business and for the board to hear reports from committees.  
Requested agenda items must be submitted to chapter 
president, Brad Schwab, at bschwab@schwabgroup.net at 
least 8 days before the meeting. 

Any chapter member interested in attending the board 
meeting, must contact the chapter president, Brad Schwab, at 
bschwab@schwabgroup.net to request a meeting link.

MAPEI USA

MAPEI’s warranted  
waterproofing 
solutions for 
balconies

Balconies can be challenging environments for tile 
or stone installations – whether over occupied or 
unoccupied space.  

MAPEI offers waterproofing systems solutions from 
the substrate up. Best of all, these solutions qualify 
for MAPEI’s Best-BackedSM system warranty, giving 
architects peace of mind when specifying MAPEI 
products.

For more information, visit www.mapei.com or call
1-800-992-6273.

Issues:  
Weather, salts, efflorescence

Solutions:  
Freeze/thaw- and submersion-resistant 
mortars, efflorescence-resistant 
grouts, expansion joints and a 
Mapethene waterproofing 
system

1  Concrete
2 Mapebond ™ 700, Mapebond 710 or Mapebond 720 adhesive
3 Mapethene™ HT or Mapethene LT sheet waterproofing
4 Mapedrain™ 30, Mapedrain 35 or Mapedrain 50 drainage composite
5 Modified Mortar Bed  thick-bed and render mortar
6 Mapelastic ® 315 (with Fiberglass Mesh ) or Mapelastic AquaDefense
 waterproofing membrane
7 Kerabond ® T / Keralastic ®, Kerabond /Keralastic™ or Granirapid ® 
 mortar system
8 Ceramic or stone tile
9 Ultracolor ® Plus FA or MAPEI Flexcolor ® CQ grout
10 Mapesil ™ T 100%-silicone sealant
11 UltraCare™ Penetrating Plus Stone, Tile & Grout Sealer penetrating sealer

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 9

10

11
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INFO SPECS

Lean On Me: Improving the Specifier and 
Product Rep Relationship and Results
Virtual Program
November 17, 2020 from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM (CT) 

Presented by:
Cherise Lakeside, FCSI, CDT
Senior Specification Writer, RDH Building Science

This session will explore the challenges that specifiers and 
products representatives face in working together and getting 
their jobs done – correctly, completely, and efficiently. We 
will consider the challenges from both perspectives, explore 
opportunities for improvement, and strategies for more efficient 
communication.

Learning Objectives:
• Describe common challenges and possible solutions for 

improving the relationship between project specifiers and 
the manufacturer’s representatives.

• Understand and recognize the responsibilities of a 
specifier to their employer, the project, and the contract 
and how those responsibilities affect their relationships 
with the product representatives.

• Identify the skills of a product representative that are most 
valuable to their relationship with a specifier.

• Demonstrate best practices for communication, timing 
of the exchange information, and quality of information 
needed for the successful project results.

Continuing Education: 1.0 AIA CES LU

NOV. 13 REGISTRATION

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=20014e34-0375-4a1d-96c2-b2b332adbd9c&CommunityKey=55972586-b3c6-43cb-8126-25a004792f86&Home=%2fchicagochapter%2fevent%2fall-events
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=8aafe507-117a-4108-ae9d-cb281794a700&CommunityKey=55972586-b3c6-43cb-8126-25a004792f86&Home=%2fchicagochapter%2fevent%2fall-events
mailto:bschwab%40schwabgroup.net?subject=
mailto:bschwab%40schwabgroup.net?subject=
http://www.mapei.com/
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=863fd428-8276-4fac-a412-b76cdf8bbe73&CommunityKey=55972586-b3c6-43cb-8126-25a004792f86&Home=%2fchicagochapter%2fevent%2fall-events


7CSi2eye Virtual Edition

Meet with some of the most influential design and construction professionals in the Chicago area 
during a full day of one-on-one virtual meetings. This is a powerful opportunity to make valuable 
connections, create awareness of new innovations in Chicago, and solicit market feedback.

Connect one-on-one with product technical experts to ask questions, discuss recent design challenges and learn about new 
innovations that can manage risk, ease installations, and ensure code compliance. Manufacturers are thoughtfully selected by 
design professionals on the CSi2eye committee to deliver maximum value for participants. Half and full-day options available.

March 11, 2021

For the past 7 years, CSi2eye has earned a reputation as a premier one-on-one technical education 
event, which connects Chicagoland design and construction professionals with industry leading 
building product manufacturers.

For 2021, CSi2eye is going virtual. Leveraging the latest online conference technology, event 
participants will engage in a valuable day of back-to-back 20-minute meetings, which are sure to be 
insightful and thought-provoking.

Apply now for your chance to participate in CSi2eye Virtual Edition 2021.

MANUFACTURERS APPLY BY DEC. 4, 2020

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION PROFESSIONALS APPLY BY JAN. 21, 2021

CSI Chicago Partners         

Click here to contact a Gold Partner representative.

GOLD

JUST CLEAN,  
PRIME & POUR

YOUR GO-TO SELF-LEVELER

®

800-238-8461 
Maxxon.com/123EZ

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/event/csi2eye/manufacturer
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/event/csi2eye/designconstruction
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/get-involved/sponsorship-marketing/goldpartners
https://www.hunterpanels.com/wall-products-overview
http://www.imiweb.org/
https://bit.ly/sjma2020
http://www.maxxon.com/123ez


8Holiday Party

Sponsorship Opportunities

Sponsoring a CSI Chicago Holiday Party raffle item benefits the CSI Chicago Foundation and your company. Your sponsorship 
benefits the foundation because the more raffle prizes we have the more raffle tickets we sell and all proceeds from purchasing 
Holiday Party raffle tickets go directly to the foundation.  Your sponsorship benefits your company because you receive specific 
sponsorship benefits per the level of prize you sponsor. See below a list of sponsorship benefits per each prize level – Mega, 
Grand, and Jackpot. 

If you are not able to sponsor a raffle prize you can still support the Foundation and receive recognition at the Holiday Party by 
directly donating to the CSI Chicago Foundation.

Virtual Holiday Party
Dec 3, 2020 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM (CT) 

CSI Chicago is hosting a virtual holiday party and online holiday raffle this holiday season to spread cheer and fundraise for the CSI 
Chicago Foundation. We hope you will participate in our holiday festivities by considering attending the holiday party, sponsoring a 
raffle prize and/or purchasing raffle tickets.  

Holiday Party event details/registration and raffle ticket purchase information will be announced soon.

SPONSOR A HOLIDAY PARTY RAFFLE PRIZE*

DONATE TO THE CSI CHICAGO FOUNDATION*

*Sponsorship of a raffle item is not considered a charitable tax deduction.  Donations make directly to the CSI Chicago Foundation 
are tax deductible.

Mega Prize Sponsor - $500
Grand Prize Sponsor - $250
Jackpot Prize Sponsor - $125

See sponsorship webpage for list of benefits are each prize level.
Use the above button to sponsor one of these great raffle prizes. 

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/foundation
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehd8ndgde1e8ef3e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MB6UB7W7UVMZA&source=url
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/sponsorship-marketing/holidayparty


9Events Beyond The Chapter

Events Beyond CSI Chicago Chapter are brought to you by our chapter members, Chapter Partners, Industry Partners, and paid 
advertisers. These events are not managed or facilitated by the CSI Chicago Chapter.  All times are listed in central time. If you 
are interested in learning how to list an event with us, click here to learn more. Additional events are listed on the Event Center 
webpage. 

Upcoming Events:

 11/04, 8:00am Expansion Joints: Types and Uses by IIBEC-Chicago (Virtual) 

 11/4, 11:30am Pushing the Envelope – Continuous Insulation Solutions for Thin Adhered Masonry Veneers 
   by General Shale Arriscraft (Virtual)

 11/4, 2:00pm Simple & Cost Effective Solutions to Energy Code Requirements + Introducing the World’s First 
   Fiberglass Window Wall by Cascadia Windows & Doors (Virtual)

 11/5, 1:00pm CSI Annual Business Meeting & Member Forum by CSI National (Virtual)

 11/5, 3:00pm CSI Honors & Awards by CSI National (Virtual)

 11/5, 11:00am Grouting For Success by MAPEI (Virtual)

 11/5, 12:00pm The Benefits of Rainscreen by VaproSheild (Virtual)

VIEW EVENT CENTER

CustomTechFlooring.com
Howard Jancy, CSI, CDT | Commercial Architectural Services 

Howard.Jancy@cbpmail.net   |  312-515-9215

Under Carpet, Wood, Vinyl, Laminate and Ceramic Tile

LevelersPrimersPatching Moisture Control

Durable Floor 
Covering Solutions

CSI Chicago Partners

Click here to contact a Silver Partner representative.

SILVER

https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/event/all-events/all-events-listingcriteria
https://chicagoarea.iibec.org/events/iibec-chicago-november-webinar-expansion-joints/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5734980491938851598
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8560133838050391056
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8560133838050391056
http://send.csinet.org/link.cfm?r=bVRhYL5dEC-FjlDnAkXBuw~~&pe=u9NrlHPtOwtxxFhCKjlpzX3OX0vCZzN-tSqd6OooGz09mnD89Z3nvXcbjjHnOZ7_GHKejmKjrruvpwG-c49myQ~~&t=QjHUEdroajztixNwrdIiMw~~
http://send.csinet.org/link.cfm?r=bVRhYL5dEC-FjlDnAkXBuw~~&pe=8O5OLLHoyQt1SIEUJZkdwxhlo2gEuMycUlx9-zqWUSF8gqazlehkNHenjaX_A44cObBZjlGwqqjcIM_Zyj9bhQ~~&t=QjHUEdroajztixNwrdIiMw~~
https://bit.ly/392Ug1B
https://vaproshield.com/technical-resources/educational/aia
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/event/all-events
https://www.custombuildingproducts.com/
https://www.csiresources.org/chicagochapter/get-involved/sponsorship-marketing/silverpartners
http://www.allegion.com/us
http://www.aristechsurfaces.com/
http://www.schwabgroup.net/
http://www.rrj.com/
http://www.crca.org/
http://www.dormakaba.us/

